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Jankola Library Celebrates 50 Years of a Legacy
The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in
Danville, PA, claim a unique legacy that has been entrusted
to them by their founder Reverend Matthew Jankola (18721916), an immigrant priest from Slovakia who established
the Religious Congregation of Sisters in 1909 with the
purpose of promoting and preserving Slovak faith and
culture. He distinguished himself as a promoter of Slovak
intellectual and literary interests and inspired his AmericanSlovak Sisters to esteem and cherish all that relates to
scholarship and multiculturalism.
On July 2, 1968, the Congregation of the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius established Jankola Library
and Slovak Archives Center to promote the legacy of Father
Jankola through the library named in his honor. The
inspiration for this library came when the Congregation
became the recipient of a collection of Slovak books that
were valued as tools for learning and supplementary
materials for teachers. As the public came to know that the
Sisters were interested in acquiring Slovak related materials,
the collection increased in volume and worth.
Over the years, notable scholars from home and
abroad contacted Jankola Library which had become an
internationally renowned research center. The services and
cooperation of the Library have been sought by scholars
and students of at least forty-five American Universities
and centers of learning as distant as Texas, California,
and Hawaii, and as close by as Danville and Bloomsburg.
Contacts have also been made by a number of centers in
places like Amsterdam, Lisbon, Padua, Rome, Munich,
London, Ottawa, Bratislava, Victoria and Toronto for
information researchers could only find at Jankola Library.
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Resource materials are at the fingertips of Sister Loretta Marie and
Sister Catherine Labouré in the Jankola Library.
1968-1992
Sister M. Martina Tybor, SS.C.M., an outstanding
scholar, teacher, poet, translator and author was appointed
Director-Librarian of the Jankola Library from 1968 to 1992.
Her mission was to organize and catalogue all the valuable
Slovak and English works that relate to Slovak and Slavic
history, language, literature, fine arts, spirituality and
learning. In 1971, the closing of the Motherhouse Magnificat
Chapel gave space for Jankola Library.
During twenty-four years, Sister Martina Tybor
laid a firm foundation for the Congregation’s mission to
promote and preserve the Slovak faith and culture. By 1991
Sister Martina’s health declined and she needed to receive
medical care at Maria Hall in Danville until August 12, 1998.
1992 - 2007
Sister M. Mercedes Voytko, SS.C.M., accepted the
appointment to be the new Director of Jankola Library from
1992 to 2007. Her background in history and theology as
well as her ability to communicate in Slovak were invaluable
assets for taking on this responsibility.
Since numerous holdings of Jankola Library were
still in storage, Sister Mercedes realized there was a critical
need for space to integrate about 10,000 books and Slovak
artifacts into our resources. In 2000, Jankola Library’s
collection was moved to occupy the Saint Cyril Academy
library room while an adjoining room became a periodical
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room where valuable Slovak magazines, newspapers, and
archival material are available for research.
Sister Mercedes was ably assisted in organizing
and categorizing books and artifacts for display by her
sister, Ms. Catherine Voytko. Volunteers from the Northeast
Pennsylvania Slovak Heritage Society of Wilkes-Barre, PA,
generously offered their assistance.
A magnificent donation was received from the
Slovak Museum at Jednota Estates in Middletown, PA,
which closed and relocated its contents to Villa Sacred Heart
in 2002. The acquisition of many Slovak artifacts, glassware,
ceramics, crystal, dolls, folk costumes on mannequins,
paintings, woodcarvings and handiwork enabled Sister
Mercedes to create the beautiful Slovak Museum that is now
a component of Jankola Library.
In 2007 Sister Mercedes moved to Maria Hall in
Danville to receive medical care until September 8, 2016.

and Slovak Catholic Sokol as well as individual donors,
bequests and memorial gifts provided funding to purchase
air conditioners, a large television and computer center,
carpeting, window shades, drapes and floor tiles. The
website: jankolalibrary.sscm.org moved the Library into the
computer age and onto the internet.
2010 – 2018
From 2010 until the present, Sister M. Catherine
Labouré Bresnock, SS.C.M., has been the Director of Jankola
Library and Slovak Museum and Sister Loretta Marie
Hrubec, SS.C.M., Librarian for Jankola Library.

Far left and left: The Slovak Museum offers a wide variety
of Slovak crafts displayed for visitors to see and admire. In the
crystal room, cases of beautiful glassware are preserved.
Above: Books old and new stand ready to be perused on fine
wooden tables that inspire an appreciation for history.

2007 - 2010
Next, Father Jankola’s legacy became the focus for
Sister M. John Vianney Vranak, SS.C.M., as the Director of
Jankola Library and Slovak Museum from 2007 to 2010. She
dedicated her time and energy to continue promoting the
faith, culture and traditions of Slovak heritage and worked
to make needed improvements to the library and museum.
Generous contributions from the First Catholic
Slovak Union (Jednota), First Catholic Slovak Ladies’
Association, Ladies’ Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union,
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Legacy is about life and living. Life has been
sustained at Jankola Library and Slovak Museum by many
visitors who continue to come to tour and to engage in
research for advanced studies. There is a living Slovak
tradition among families to share Oplatky with each other
during Christmas Eve Supper. Since 2010, Jankola Library
has been supplying hundreds of Christmas wafers each year
to continue the practice of this treasured custom.
The competent and willing service of the Sisters
who were assigned to the ministry at Jankola Library has
greatly contributed to Father Jankola’s plan to preserve
and promote Slovak faith, heritage, history, culture and
traditions. With God’s help, the strong foundation for
Jankola Library has endured for fifty blessed and successful
years. Praise and thanks to God, and may the blessings
continue for another 50 years!
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Be patient, brothers and sisters. . .waiting for the autumn and spring rains. James 5:7
Waiting!
That is what we have been doing during this extraordinarily cold Easter season:
by Sister Michael Ann Orlik, SS.C.M.
waiting for Spring. We had more snow than spring rains, but we know that eventually
warm weather and gentle, nourishing rains will come. We just need to be patient and that
is easier said than done. In the fast-paced world of today with online shopping, email
correspondence, and world news on demand, we have become accustomed to getting
what we want when we want it. However, God does things differently. The scriptures
have much to tell us about waiting in trust for the God who cares for us.
They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength. Isaiah 4:31
Waiting for the Lord is like the bird who waits for the right moment to take flight or a
rosebud that unfolds only when it is ready. We must stop, put down our phones and
other devices, and wait patiently for God to work within us. This stretch of quiet waiting
allows the Spirit time to work within us, to change our hearts and give the wisdom and
insight we need in this moment. So, as we await the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, we
pray, “Come Holy Spirit, lift our hearts and renew the face of the earth.”

from the General Superior

Danville Servant Leadership Awards

Jesus Is the One Who Serves

On Sunday, October 29, 2017, the Sisters of Saints
Cyril and Methodius honored 31 outstanding teens for their
demonstrated Servant Leadership. Each of the recipients
was nominated by one of the Sisters, a Pastor or Parish
Youth Minister to receive the award for putting their faith
and love into action. Along with a certificate, each young
servant leader received a towel, a reminder of Jesus who
washed the feet of his disciples.
After the young people had been recognized,
the Sisters awarded the Father Matthew Jankola Lifetime
Achievement in Servant Leadership Awards in the
four areas of: Evangelization, Education, Eldercare and
Ecumenism.
The award for Evangelization was presented
to Father Gerard Heintzelman, who never misses an
opportunity to spread the Good News. No stranger to the
Siters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Father Jerry served as
the Motherhouse Chaplain and the first full-time Catholic
Chaplain at the Geisinger Medical Center from 1964-1970.
Many missions and miles later, Father Jerry returned to
Danville and is currently the chaplain at Maria Hall.
The award for Education was presented to Sister
Donna Marie, SS.C.M. An educator for over 60 years, Sister
Donna Marie is the Principal of St. Cyril Preschool and
Kindergarten. Sister Donna Marie brings many gifts to
the young people she serves: teacher, drama and musical
director, costume designer, artist, interior decorator and
seamstress to name a few.
Dr. Greg Burke of Danville was presented with
the award for Eldercare. Having practiced medicine for 29
years, Dr. Burke is Medical Director at Emmanuel Center
and MJCCC, and is the chief patient experience officer
for Geisinger Health System. Dr. Burke told the students,
“Ministry to the elderly is becoming more relevant and
necessary. We can be hand and hearts to others, showing
compassion and giving service.”
Magdalen M. Benish of Wilkes-Barre received the
Ecumenism award. In May of 2016, Magdalen received an
Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from King’s College.

Dr. Benish is active in her parish, St. André Bessette, where
she serves as an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist
in the sanctuary and as a home visitor to the elderly, is
a member of the American Red Cross, the Irem Temple
Shriners and is a bell ringer for the Salvation Army.
Magdalen said: “I am humbled and honored to receive such
a prestigious award. I thank God for giving me the humility
to do what I have done.”
This fifteenth annual presentation of Servant
Leadership Awards in Danville, together with the events
held in other areas of our ministry, brought the total
number of young people honored by the Sisters to 1007!
May they all continue to serve as Jesus did.

Top: The 2017 Servant Leaders at the Danville Awards ceremony.
Above: Sister Michael Ann stands with Father Heintzelman,
Sister Donna Marie, Magdalen Benish and Dr. Greg Burke.
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Maria Hall, Danville, Pennsylvania

A Place of Prayer and Hospitality Put to Good Use

Top: Celebrating the arrival of Spring with root beer and orange
floats are Sisters Susan, Patricia Connelly, RGS, Rita Polchin and
Margaret, OCD.
Center left: SNDdeN Sisters Joan Ferraro and Marie Romejko
work together at the puzzle table in the Common Room.
Center right: After-float smiles adorn the faces of Sisters Virginia
Zapotocky and Barbara Karl, SNDdeN.
Above: Following a regional meeting of Good Shepherd Sisters
held at Villa Sacred Heart, the Sisters share with all in the house a
video of their mission with poor women in India.
Right: Game Night brings Sisters Grace Rhoads, RGS, Maria
Theresa and Angela, OCD, together for a game of “Spot It,” while
behind them, Sister Brigid tries for a spare in Wii Bowling.

If today you were to visit Maria Hall on the campus
of Villa Sacred Heart in Danville you would find a beautiful
variety of Sisters living in the building. The largest segment
of the census is Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius (22
currently). The other communities are 5 Carmelites of
Danville who have called Maria Hall home since early
2008; 4 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SNDdeN), who
began moving in in February of 2016; and the Religious of
the Good Shepherd (RGS), 8 at this writing, who moved in
one-by-one from Baltimore beginning in the Fall of 2017.
Later, they were joined by 2 Contemplatives of the Good
Shepherd (CGS) who moved from Minnesota. Together
with Father Gerard Heintzelman, chaplain, and as many as
three Geisinger Home Health and Hospice patients, this is
the colorful tapestry of people who live at Maria Hall.
Why the diversity? When Maria Hall was built
for the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in 1971,
there were enough Sisters of “retirement” age to fill the
building along with the Sisters who ministered to them.
When the Sisters who required skilled care were moved to
the newly-constructed Emmanuel Center after 2000, one
floor in Maria Hall was empty. In 2004, thirty-six Maria
Hall beds were licensed for Personal Care. The facility was
ready and open for business, but the number of Sisters at
Maria Hall continued to decrease. From 2007 until 2014, the
SSCM’s and the Carmelite Sisters were happy to welcome
and enjoy the company of as many as 18 Dominican Sisters
from Elkins Park, PA, and saddened to see them go when,
merging with the Dominicans of Peace from Columbus,
OH, they relocated to homes their own community had
available. Advertising and much prayer followed their
departure in the hope that the empty spaces could be filled.
And so the building has begun to be filled! Each
Sister of Saint Cyril and Methodius missioned to Maria Hall
has “Ministry of Prayer and Hospitality” on her mission
card. Prayer comes with the structure of religious life and
living in community, as well as habits of prayer developed
over a lifetime. Hospitality makes it possible for us to share
God’s goodness with others. Welcoming and getting to
know the Carmelites and the Dominicans, and now the
SNDdeN’s, the RGS’s and the CGS Sisters has been a great
gift, one that is mutually beneficial to all.
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A Generation of Preschool and Kindergarten Students

This Was the Day the Lord Made

The current Preschool and Kindergarten
students processed into the Basilica to the
refrain of “This Is Holy Ground.”

Above: Returning to
celebrate, Sally Romanski
and Jennifer Marks were
members of the Villa
Preschool Class of 1978.

A Mass and reception to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the St. Cyril
Preschool and Kindergarten took place on Sunday, March 18, 2018. It was
attended by current students and alumni from as long ago as the first graduating
class.
Before the Mass, Sister Donna Marie gave a brief history of the school,
beginning with Mother Valeria’s dream of establishing a Catholic Preschool
and Kindergarten in the Danville area. The school was first located in the
Villa building, but after St. Cyril Academy closed in 1999, it was moved to the
Academy building which was built in 1929.
The Sunday Mass was celebrated by Father Gerard Heintzelman, Maria
Hall chaplain. Amelia Marks, a kindergarten student, read the first reading from
the book of the Prophet Jeremiah. The responsorial psalm was read by a former
student and current teacher, Bliss Fallon. Sister Donna Marie read the second
reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. The Prayers of the Faithful were read by
well-practiced Kindergarten and Preschool students. In the Offertory procession
the young students carried candles while others carried the gifts.
When it was time for the homily, Father Heintzelman approached
the children in the pews. He showed them a stethoscope, which he used to
emphasize the need for preserving a strong heart. Father asked the youngsters
to direct the words of the prayer, “Create in us a new heart,” to the Lord. After
Communion he also asked those assembled to ask for God’s support on the
journey of life.
Before the closing hymn, Trevor Finn, on behalf of the Commissioners,
congratulated the school for “fostering the love of God and all people.”
Sister Donna Marie accepted the Proclamation he presented. Addressing
those assembled, Sister Michael Ann reiterated the words on the cover of the
Mass program, “This is the day the Lord has made.” Sister thanked all those
who served at the school, administration, teachers and aides. She noted
the significance of the school’s motto, “Enter to learn, leave to serve,” and
thanked everyone for participating in the liturgy marking the school’s fortieth
anniversary.
A reception followed in the Motherhouse dining room decorated in
ruby—the color for a fortieth anniversary.

Outside the entrance to the Basilica is a framed “wordle” which
uses the outline of St. Cyril Academy with its large tower to hold
words and phrases describing the Preschool and Kindergarten.
The Holcombe family presented this gift to Sister Donna Marie
shortly before the celebration. All four young people in the family
attended the Preschool and Kindergarten.

Students, parents and friends of St. Cyril Preschool and
Kindergarten enjoyed a buffet of finger foods, desserts and
fellowship following the anniversary liturgy.
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National Catholic Sisters Week

A Box for a Table to Stir a Woman’s Heart

Thanks to a grant from the National Catholic
Sisters Week, the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
were able to finance vocation displays in several
locations during the week of March 8-14, 2018. The
grant allowed the Sisters to purchase table covers, tabletop banners, and inspiring and instructional hand-outs
to display. The Sisters continue to pray in the hope that
someone whom God is calling to a religious vocation
might be drawn to consider joining them to share mission and ministry.
Nine locations each received a box containing the materials purchased
through the grant. The Sisters in those locations created different vocation events
designed to instruct, enlighten and bring greater focus to the lives of religious
women in the Church. The pictures shown here tell the rest of the story...

From the top and left to right: Sister
Deborah Marie (center) played a large part
in procuring the grant and planning the
“box” project. • The Sisters in Bluffton,
SC, coupled their NCSW event with a
dinner to recognize volunteers at the St.
Francis Center. • In Wilkes-Barre, PA,
Sisters Martina Hanrahan, Madonna and
Mary Beth Makuch set up their table at
Holy Redeemer High School. • A Taizé
prayer in the Basilica featured the musical
talents of the Cantores Christi Regis Choir
from Kings College. • At Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, Sisters Susan
Pontz, Linda Marie and Susan Marie
invited all the Sisters there to display
their community information. • Staff and
visitors to Emmanuel Center in Danville

were able to select information from the
table Sister Jana set up in the lobby for two
days of NCSW. • At Trinity High School,
Sister Carol Marie shared information
with the students. • Volunteers helped
Sister Carol Ann insert a vocation fact
sheet in the Endicott bulletin. • Sisters
Jean Marie and Mary Kate Mensch
“womaned” the table display at St.
Augustine Parish in Larchmont, NY.
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Goings on in SC,
PA and TX
Far left: In January, Sisters Pamela
Smith and Canice, with hardhats and
shovels, joined in the groundbreaking
for a new Parish Life Center for St.
Gregory the Great Parish in Bluffton,
SC.
Left top and bottom: At their
November gathering, the Associates and
Associate candidates from Bluffton met
in Lidia Marques’ house since both of
the Bluffton convents have become too
small to host the event. The group of
Associates there in the south has grown
to at least 40!

Left and above: Cotton yarn, a pattern and a willing spirit resulted in over
800 water filter socks which fit over and protect water filtration units designed
to purify water in developing countries. Father Joe Scanlin, Pastor of QMHR
parish, blesses the work of the crocheting ministers before they are sent away.

The Water with
Blessings program,
which the SS.C.M.
Leadership Team
learned about at an
LCWR meeting,
found its way into
the able hands of
the Prayer Shawl
Ministry at Queen
of the Most Holy
Rosary Parish.
The members took
the activity to a
fantastic conclusion!

Top left: Prayer Outside the Walls on February 11, 2018, was for
the sick and those in need of healing.
Left: At the Oblate Grotto in San Antonio, TX, Sister Linda
Marie (front row, left) was part of the choir who sang for the
Earth Day celebration.
Above: In November, Sister Mary Kate helped Sister Thomas
More and the pierogie-makers at St. George in Mifflinburg. What
a delicious project!
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Conferences, Conferences

NCYC, RFC and RCRI
There is always something to be learned, and
people who learn things together have the most fun!
Sisters Deborah Marie and Joanne Marie attended
the 2017 National Catholic Youth Conference in November
in Indianapolis, IN, along with thousands of Catholic
young people eager to share opportunities to pray, sing and
celebrate liturgy and sacraments. (Pictured bottom right, the
Sisters stand with several very important attendees.)
Also in November, Sisters Mary Beth Makuch,
Madonna, Jean Marie and Suzanne Duzen (pictured top right)
attended the 2017 Congress of the Religious Formation
Conference in Milwaukee, WI. The biennial congress is a
forum for sharing among those in the ministry of initial and
lifelong formation.
Meanwhile, in St. Louis, MO, Sisters Barbara
Sable, Michael Ann, Jeanne Ambre and Philothea (pictured
center right) attended the conference of the
Resource Center for Religious Institutes to
update information and to network with
other religious communities ministering
in health care.
Right and below: At the NCYC, the young
pray-ers used illuminated candles to pray for
the intentions they had inscribed on paper.

Have Mercy on the Whole World

On April 8, 2018, the Second Sunday of Easter and
Divine Mercy Sunday, the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
held a Holy Hour in the Basilica during which those in attendance
prayed that God’s mercy would embrace the whole world. 		
Prominently displayed in the sanctuary was an image
of Jesus as he was revealed to Saint Mary Faustina Kowalska,
(1905-1938), a Polish Sister of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy.
A generous and meaningful gift from friends of Sister Jana, the
canvas was expertly framed by workers at the State Hospital.
Sister Faustina’s visions and conversations with Jesus resulted in
the Divine Mercy Chaplet, a devotion which was prayed at the end
of the Holy Hour.
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70
Years
Sister M. Cabrini

Sister Mary Gilbert

65
Years
Sister M. Cyrilline

Sister Julia Knazik

Sister M. Brigid

Sister M. Catherine Labouré

Jubilarians
2018

60
Years
Sister Mary Anne
Nemec

Sister Bernadette
Marie

Sister M. Lydia

Sister M. Teresita

55
Years
Sister Margaret
Dubas

Sister M. Michaelette

Sister M. Zoé

30
Years
Sister Susan Pontz

Sister Susan Marie

50
Years
Sister Jeanne Ambre

25
Years
Sister Martina Hanrahan
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A Break for Community Service

Above: Together with Jake Betz, the Director of the Mother Maria
Kaupas Center, the college students cut stamps with Sister Margaret
Dubas for the stamp ministry.

The purpose of the Mother Maria Kaupas Center is to
identify and respond to needs in the community. The Center
provides a home to several projects and programs dedicated
to community service and welcomes those interested in
opportunities to volunteer their time and talents.
In January, as a member of the Maria Kaupas
Center Advisory Board, Sister Barbara Sable welcomed
college students from three area colleges who gave a day
of service at the Motherhouse as part of the third annual
winter service program sponsored by the Mother Maria
Kaupas Center in Mount Carmel. The program is open
to applicants from three local parishes in Mount Carmel
and Kulpmont. In addition to their service in Danville,
the college students worked at and for the Mother
Kaupas Center and cleaned up three parish cemeteries,
went caroling at nursing homes in Mount Carmel and
Kulpmont, handed out food to clients at the Mount
Carmel Area Food Pantry, and made applesauce to be
delivered to homebound residents.
The students are welcome to return to Villa
Sacred Heart whenever they are eager to serve!

Andrean High School

59 Years at
5959 Broadway
A long chapter of the history of
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
ended in February of this year when the
Sisters’ presence at Andrean High School
ended. From the first Sisters who helped
plan the school, through the Sisters who
served as administrators and teachers, the
59 years spent at Andrean High School
in Merrillville, IN, will be a cherished
memory.
In the community, five Sisters are
alumnae of Andrean, and many Sisters
were missioned over the years to the
Andrean High School faculty.
Right: Cyril and Methodius still grace the
wall of what had been the convent chapel.
Help Needed!
We are continuing a renovation project at Maria
Hall, converting tubs to walk-in showers. More of
our elderly Sisters can no longer access a bathtub
and handicap-accessible showers are a necessity.
At $3,500 each for 20 showers, the project will cost
about $70,000. To date, we have received $20,000
from generous donors. Can you help? Send
donations for this project to:
Shower Project, Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
Villa Sacred Heart, Danville, PA 17821

SS.C.M. Annual Raffle

Tickets are available from the SS.C.M.
Development Office for the annual
August 15th Raffle.
Contact Sister Denise Marie at
(570) 275-3581 extension 101
or sscmdevsdm@hotmail.com.
You could be the one to sell the ticket
to the $500 winner!
You Are Invited to Leave a Legacy
With a gift through your will, you can
support the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
and ensure that our mission of witnessing to,
proclaiming and building the Kingdom of God
will continue into the future.
An example of bequest wording:
I give, devise and bequeath to the Sisters of Saints
Cyril and Methodius, a not-for-profit organization
located in Danville PA, the sum of $___ (or ___% of
the rest, residue and remainder of my estate) for the
unrestricted use and general purposes of the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius.
It is a good idea to let your heirs know
about the charities to which you are donating.
If you would like more information
about giving to the Community in your will,
please contact: Sister Michael Ann Orlik, SS.C.M.
General Superior
570-275-3581 ext 300
smaosscm@yahoo.com
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Anna Marie Hudak was born in Hazleton, PA, the
daughter of John and Anna (Jancar [Johnson]) Hudak. She
attended St. Joseph School and graduated from Hazleton
Senior High School. Before entering the Sisters of Saints
Cyril and Methodius, Anna Marie worked in the office of
the Plain Speaker-Standard Sentinel as a stenographerbookkeeper.
After entering the congregation in Danville on
February 2, 1950, Anna was received as a novice on August
10, 1950, and became Sister Maria Goretti.
Sister pursued higher education and received a B.S.
in Business Administration from Marywood University,
Scranton, an M.B.A. from the University of Notre Dame in
Indiana and an M.Div. from the Immaculate Conception
Seminary, Seton Hall University, NJ.
Sister began her teaching ministry in the fourth
grade at Holy Trinity School, Perth Amboy, NJ, and later
taught at St. Cyril Academy, Danville. Sister also taught
novices and directed aspirants, young women seeking
to discern a religious vocation. In two local parishes she
served as director of religious education programs. As the
Director of SS.C.M. Associates, Sister Maria Goretti attended
to the women and men who participate in promoting and
assisting in the ministries of the Sisters.
After teaching in the business department at
Andrean High School, Merrillville, IN, for ten years and
serving on Diocesan Committees, notably as president of the
Pastoral Council of the Diocese of Gary, Sister Maria Goretti
assumed the position of Pastoral Assistant at St. Catherine
Labouré Parish, Harrisburg. There she served the diocese in
a variety of leadership roles, very often as president, notably
of the Sisters’ Council Liturgy Committee, Evangelization
Committee, Ecumenical Committee and the Vocation
Committee.
In 1988, Sister Maria Goretti became a member of
the SS.C.M. Leadership Team, a post she held until 1996.
From 1996 until 2009, Sister was the force
behind the growth of the Maria Joseph Continuing Care
Community, acting in various capacities, as Treasurer,
Development Director, and Associate Director at: Maria

In Memory of
Sister
Maria Goretti
Hudak, SS.C.M.
December 15, 1929 February 16, 2018
Professed:
August 13, 1952
Joseph Manor, Emmanuel Center and the The Meadows.
Richard Urick, Controller of Maria Joseph Manor and the
Meadows at Maria Joseph Manor, said of Sister Maria
Goretti, “You knew when she talked with you that you were
somebody special because you were God’s creation. No
matter who you were, what station in life you were… you
were special because God put you here. It didn’t matter
which employee you were, which bank or law firm you
represented, or which church you were affiliated with, you
were special.”
Besides her ministry in her religious congregation,
Sister Maria Goretti was well known for her outreach to
charitable and religious organizations in the Danville
area. She was a pastoral visitor at the Danville State
Hospital and served as President of the Danville-Riverside
Ministerium Association (DRAMA) and Treasurer of the
Danville-Riverside Area Christian Ministerium and the
Good Samaritan Fund. Sister also served on the board of
the Danville Chapter of the American Red Cross and was a
member of the Geisinger Medical Pastoral Care Advisory
Committee.
Sister Jean Gallagher, I.H.M., a devoted friend
for countless years, succinctly summed up Sister Maria
Goretti’s life by recalling what she herself said, “I want to
use myself for others.”
The 45th annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., was held
on January 19, 2018, bringing together pro-life protestors from all
over the United States. Five Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
joined the bus sponsored by Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Church in Elysburg. Wearing red scarves fashioned by the parish
prayer shawl ministry, the Sisters joined those who walked from
the Washington Monument to the Supreme Court or spent the
day in prayer at the National Shrine, confident that “Love Saves
Lives,” the theme of this year’s march.
Left: Those present to
speak for the voiceless
were a vast crowd.
Among them were
Sisters Mary Kate
Mensch, Barbara Sable,
Jana, Jeanne Ambre and
Seton Marie.
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Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius

Mission: In the name of Jesus we teach and heal.
Spirituality: Christ centered and Mary-modeled.
Motto: Thy Kingdom Come!

Spring
2018

Save the Date:

Fun

SSCM Summer Festival
Saturday, July 14, 2018
10:30 am - 5:00 pm

Food

Villa Sacred Heart, Danville
Games

Saturday Mass for Sunday
5 pm in the Basilica

Baked Goods
Flea Market
Dinners
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