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United with and in Christ
and with One Another

In a recent audience for the Jubilee of Consecrated
Life, Pope Leo XIV told the assembled religious: “With your
vitality and the witness of a life where Christ is the center
and the Lord, you can help to “wake up the world.”” The story
leading to Sister Mary Kate Mensch’s final profession tells of
what the Holy Father calls: “a luminous trail in the great plan
of peace and salvation that God has for humanity.”

by Sister Mary Kate Mensch, SS.C. M.

As a very young Catholic, I cannot remember
ever seriously considering that God might be calling me
to religious life. I attended Queen of Peace elementary
school in Shamokin and Our Lady of Lourdes for high
school. Throughout those years, the Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) from Philadelphia were our
teachers and I remember the Catholic values they instilled in
us--and I especially remember enjoying the times we would
pray the rosary in class during the month of May.

During my high school years at Lourdes, a few
of the teachers and staff sensed that I had a vocation even
before I did. One of the Sisters, I believe, had prayed for
my vocation since she met me during my Sophomore year.
Also, during this time, the chaplain at Lourdes (Fr. Charles
Persing) commented during a school Mass at the beginning
of the school year that he believed that there would be one
Sister and one Priest in the assembly. Those two would be
myself and Fr. Jon Sawicki, who was two years ahead of me
at Lourdes.

Left: With arms
extended, Friar
James Fukes,
OFM Conv,
Celebrant of the
Mass of Final
Profession, gives
Sr. Mary Kate a
Solemn Blessing.
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Left: After it is blessed,
Sr. Barbara Sable gives Sr.
Mary Kate her silver ring
which signifies her final
profession of vows.
Below: Sr. Mary Kates’
proud parents and the
SSCM Leadership Team
are all smiles following the
inspiring ceremony.

At home, I cannot remember ever missing Sunday
Mass. We were also involved with sports, especially
basketball. I have always found it a blessing to have two faith
traditions in our house--Mom’s side of the family is Catholic
and Dad’s side is Methodist. I believe that is providential
because our Sisters are very involved in Ecumenism and that
was modeled for me as a youngster at home. I can vividly
remember both of my grandmothers being active in their
respective churches and each modeling a deep relationship
with Christ. My paternal gram would read the Bible from
cover to cover--reading sections every evening before falling
asleep. My maternal gram always prayed the rosary and
would frequently watch shows on EWTN. Without ever
really saying it, faith was important to our family.

I did not actively start discerning religious life until
my senior year of college at Bloomsburg University. Prior to
attending Bloomsburg, I had attended Immaculata University
in Malvern for two years before transferring to Bloomsburg
to be closer to family (I was a bit homesick at the time).

A friend from Immaculata, Tracey, had entered the IHM
congregation in 2008 and it sparked something inside of me.
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Above left: Sr. Mary Kate’s ministry in Activities at Maria
Joseph gives her and the residents cause for joy (and ice cream,).
Above right: At the Final Profession Mass, Sr. Linda Marie leads
the assembly in the Responsorial Psalm while Father Al Sceski
awaits the time to deliver his very affirming homily.

Below: Following her profession of final vows, Sr. Mary Kate
proceeds to the altar to sign a copy of it, with Sr. Barbara Sable
and witnesses Sr. Catherine Ann Morris and Sr. Deborah Marie.

I could see the joy on her face. It was a deep joy that I felt
was missing. I then decided to contact the vocation director
with the IHM Sisters just to see if this might be where God
was calling me.

In the meantime, I graduated from Bloomsburg
University in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology
and took a full-time position as a Shift Supervisor at Sheetz.
I knew that I was longing for something more, so while
in contact with the vocation director, I began to attend
Mass more often and became more involved at Queen of
the Most Holy Rosary in Elysburg. At a Sunday Mass as I
was robing in the sacristy to be a Lector, Fr. Al Sceski, my
Pastor, suggested I meet with the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius. At the time, I knew very little about our Sisters,
and was hesitant to visit with them but I did. After meeting
with the Sisters, I was sure (or at least I thought I was sure)
that God was not calling me here, but I did want to make
retreats here.

It was during this time, I believe, my heart began to

Below: Leading the assembly in song were (from left to right):
Suzanne Walzer (Sr. Mary Kate’s quitar teacher), John Kelly

and Sr. Jeanne Ambre on guitar; Pat Wondoloski for harmony;
Allison Fox (one of Sr. Mary Kate’s Music Therapy professors) on
percussion, and long-time friend Joreen Kelly at the piano.

change. I noticed that I felt at home with our Sisters. Praying
in our chapel, I asked God to help me discern where he
wanted me, because I knew I would not be able to do this
alone. (It would be another 7 years before I would officially
enter the congregation.) In that time, I moved to Harrisburg
and took a position at the Harrisburg Post offices and joined
the choir at Saint Catherine Labouré parish where our
Sisters had once served. It was there that I met two of our
first Lay Associates--John and Joreen Kelly. They were a
wonderful support at the time and I am honored to still have
them involved in my life.

On July 17, 2016, I officially entered the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius as a candidate and began my
journey of formation. I have spent time in San Antonio, TX;
Bluffton, SC; and Wilkes-Barre, PA, as well as visited areas
where our Sisters served in Stratford, CT; Chicago, IL; and
Gary, IN. On September 14, 2019, I professed my first vows.
Father Al Sceski was the celebrant of the Mass.

This September 6th, I celebrated my perpetual
profession in the Congregation. Our Sisters, my family
and friends, our Associates and many of Maria Joseph
Continuing Care Community staff and residents joined in
the celebration. I feel so fortunate and blessed to have all
of these wonderful people in my life who have been role
models, supporters, educators and Sisters. I know now that
all along, it was God who was calling me here and who
filled those moments when I was longing for “something
more.” God led me here and I am grateful to Him for each
one of the blessings along the way.

O Times is published twice a year by the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius,
Villa Sacred Heart, 1002 Railroad Street,
Danville PA 17821
Phone: 570-275-3581; Mission Advancement Office:
ext 153; Development Office: ext 101
See a pdf of Our Times at www.sscm.org
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With gratitude to those who contributed articles,
photographs, advice and suggestions, especially
SS.C.M. Sisters: Michael Ann, Barbara Sable, Carol Ann,
Mary Kate, Suzanne Duzen and Pamela Smith.

Graphics and Layout: Sister Jeanne Ambre, SS.C.M.
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Promising an Unknown Future to a Known God

The cover article of
this edition of Our Times
speaks of the Perpetual
Profession of Vows of Sister
Mary Kate Mensch. In this
ceremony, Sister Mary Kate
vowed until death, Poverty,
Chastity and Obedience
in the Congregation of the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius.

Sister Mary Kate’s
vows are not just her own
“yes” to God, but also
God’s “yes” to her. And
beyond herself, her vows are
God’s “yes” to all of us, for
through Sister Mary Kate,
God will continue to serve
and guide His people.

Neither Sister
Mary Kate, nor any of us
know what lies ahead, even
tomorrow is an unknown
to us, but we can be certain
of one thing: that God, to
whom Sister Mary Kate has
pledged her life, loves her.
And that is what is behind
her profession of vows: a
tremendous sense of God's
love. Through her, and her
life of love and service to
others, people will know
how much God loves us all.
Sister Mary Kate said to us
and to a world so in need
of the transforming power
of God’s love that not only
is she available to receive

God’s love, but that she is
ready to be God’s love, and
God’s peace and mercy.

These vows Sister
Mary Kate professed are
the bedrock of our lives and
consecrate her and us in a
special way, to be witnesses,
proclaimers and builders
of a different way of doing
things, God’s way; of acting,
of living the values of God’s
kingdom incarnated here on
this earth.

Thanks to all of
you who have loved and
supported Sister Mary
Kate on her journey to
this day and for your
continued support of the
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by Sister Barbara Sable, SS.C.M.

Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius.
God bless you all.
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Recornneding with Those Who Come Bo/cw

A Visit to the Villa

On Thursday, September 4, the Sisters were visited
by the great-grandson of John Grove who was one of the

original residents of the Villa mansion. Michael Wolf arrived

with several artifacts to show, a visual aide, and a walnut,
marble-topped table to return as a gift.

Having done some research on the Grove family
through the Danville Historical Society, Mr. Wolf knew
Sis Hause, a Danville historian and an Alumna of St. Cyril
Academy. She and a friend accompanied Mr. Wolf for the

visit to the Villa.

Mr. Wolf was happy to present the Sisters with a
large poster which depicts the Grove family tree as well as

photographs of the mansion under construction and the iron

furnace company that they owned.

The table which Mr. Wolf presented to the Sisters
had been purchased at the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition and brought to Danville. Around 1896, it was
moved to the Philadelphia area with family. Mr. Wolf

thought it belonged in the house for which it was purchased.

Top: Sisters Jean Marie, Michael Ann,
Michaelette and Sara join Mr. Wolf
around the returning table.

Abowve right and left: Mr. Wolf brought
an assortment of items to see which can be
traced back to his Great-Grandfather, all
of which his family cherishes.

Far left: Mr. Wolf's depiction of the
Grove family tree with names, dates and
photographs gives us a clear record of
who were the former owners of the Villa
mansion and property.

Left: From right to left: Sis Hause, Mr.
Michael Wolf and Sis’s friend Linda were
welcome guests at the Villa.
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During this Jubilee Year of Hope, the Gnbilee UYear of Hope
Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius, chosen ' S

as one of seven Diocesan Pilgrimage sites, has S o M any P i lgrims Of H Ope in the B as iliC&l

enjoyed being visited by pilgrims. Sometimes
they come singly or with a friend or two, but
other times they appear following a bus or car
ride from far away in the Diocese. No matter
the number or conveyance, the pilgrims are
welcomed with joy and treated to a well-versed
narration of the stories behind the images in the
windows and artwork in the Basilica. If they
have time to spare, they can do a self-guided
tour provided in a booklet that tells it all, and
even visit the outdoor shrines and sacred places
itemized and explained in another booklet. The
Motherhouse receptionist is happy to stamp the
pilgrim’s passport with a linear image of the
Basilica’s baldacchino, a feature the pilgrim will
not soon forget.

If you’'ve not visited and gotten your
passport stamped, have no fear--the Jubilee
Year doesn’t end until January 6, 2026!

Top, right and far
right: On May 18, Sr.
Deborah Marie gave a
tour of the Basilica to
40 pilgrims from the
St. Columba Youth
Group, their families,
the Justice Circle,
SS.C.M. Associates,
Meadows residents and
local parishioners. The
windows, mosaics and
bas-relief sculptures
provided the pilgrims
with a rich theological
experience, coupled
with the majesty and
beauty of the Basilica.

Above: On August 9, 45 High School students from One Voice Youth Ministry
in the Lititz and Landisville area visited the Basilica as part of their pilgrimage to
all seven diocesan sites in that weekend. They filled the bus in which they came!
Right: Thursday, June 19, was the day chosen by a pigrimage group from
Mechanicsburg to visit the Basilica and tour the sacred sites on the Villa grounds.
Sister Michael Ann (front row, left end), who had ministered for many years in
Mechanicsville, made them feel especially welcome.
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Twerdyfifth General Choglen for SS.C. 7M.
Direction and Leadership

As a community, the Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius gather every summer to reconnect,
and re-energize our mission and ministry. Every
four years, this gathering is “Chapter,” a canonical
event to set a direction for the future and elect a
Leadership Team to guide us into that future. From | A ] i
June 29th through July 3rd, the Sisters engaged in f ! l ] i S
the work of the 25th General Chapter as delegates, As Pilgrims of Hope, the members of the Chapter made a Sunday pilgrimage

participant observers and prayerful participants. to Our Lady of Hope Church in Coal Township, one of 7 pilgrimage sites in
Through the detailed reports of the d the closest to Danville.

General Superior and General Treasurer, a B 7
L R

Cu BT

presentation on immigration by Joanne Castner,
the wecoming of new SS.C.M. Associate Judge
Anthony McDonald, special Masses and prayer
services including a Prayer Outside the Walls, the
Sisters spoke with each other, and our Associates,
about the direction in which we want to minister
for the next four years, and then gathered to call
five Sisters to lead us on that journey.

On August 9, 2025, the newly-elected
Leadership Team was installed at a joyful Liturgy
in the Basilica celebrated by Father Patrick Devine.
The work begins!

-

Abowe left: In preparation for
the Chapter, a Hope quilt was
assembled by Sr. Joanne Marie,
using squares made by each
Sister. Sr. Barbara admires the
finished quilt which now hangs
in the Motherhouse entrance.
Above right: The Meadows
Community Center afforded an
ample space for discussion.

Above: Prayer Outside the Walls invited each
Sister to select a hopeful suggestion to act upon.
Above right: An Evening Prayer with our
local Associates present served as a welcoming
service for new Associate Anthony McDonald.

Abowe left: The folks at the St.

Francis Center in SC sent a

personal message to the newly
e 4 elected Leadership Team.

The newly-installed Leadership ~ Above: Having visited the

Team surrounds Sr. Mary Kate.  Texas-Mexico border and

- : From the left: Sr. Linda Marie,  seen the deplorable conditions
Ready to advance to the altar g; E}fbg‘roilhn]c\%rrl:f SS: g;r”g;i‘; and inhumane treatment of
when named, the Leadership Sable,/Gen eral Sur/J erior and Sr. people, Joanne Castner was
Team joins in singing at the  The Installation Mass procession is  Michael Ann, Assistant to the well equipped to speak on

August 9 Installation Mass.  led by the cross and candles. General Superior. immigration issues at Chapter.
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St Fobones Yliond,_ Souith Canolina
Improvements Abound

Saint Francis must be proud of the ministry being
done in his name in South Carolina! “Praised be to you, my
Lord, ...especially Brother Sun.” The sun shines full and
long in the summer in South Carolina--and heats the air
and homes, often to very uncomfortable temperatures. An
impetus for action, the Sisters at the St. Francis Center saw a
need that could be addressed with donations to purchase air
conditioners for their neighbors. Operation Breathe Easy!

Below: Marking the 1000th unit given away are Sisters Marcine,
Agnes Marie and Canice with the “1000th Cool Person.”

Right and center: Twice a month on Tuesdays and Thursdays, a
member of the St. Paul Team from St. Peter’s Catholic Church in
Beaufort sits at the Evangelization Station to talk about Jesus, share
Scripture, give away crosses and rosaries, and join hands to pray
with anyone who asks for prayers. Many people who come for food
embrace the opportunity to speak with the evangelizer.

Right: Sister Canice, aware
that the Sisters would not be at
the Center during the Triduum,
made sure to give Carl his
Easter basket early. Carl works
at the Center on all of their food
distribution days.

Far Right: In addition to their
weekly bag of groceries from

the Center, these twenty-two
senior citizens of St. Helena
Island each received a $20 gift
card for Mother’s Day thanks to
the generosity of Bluffton’s St.
Gregory the Great Church.
Right: The turnout was large
and the needs even greater on
day one of the transformative
Home Repair Season. Holey
roofs, rotten floors, kitchens
without cabinets and failed
plumbing will be prioritized and : = -
repaired with the generosity of Right: More than supplying the basic needs of food,
grants and donations made to household and personal items for the people who
support our mission, meeting the ~€ome to the Center, the Sisters strive to bring joy in

needs of the community. a place of safety and community.
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Below: At the Rising Up
ceremony at St. Gregory the
Great School, Hannah Balza
received the Saints Cyril and
Methodius Religion Award, a
scholarship to John Paul II High
School. The SS.C.M. Sisters
arrived in Bluffton in June
2005 to help plan and build the
SGG school and launch the first
group of students in 2006-2007.

e

Sisher Poamelo Smith
Just Try to Keep Up

It will be difficult! Sr. Pamela
Smith moves around and can be found
in any number of places. For example:

Right: Sr. Pamela joins other ministers

at Mother Emmanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in South Carolina. It was
the site of a tragic shooting in 2015.

Right: In Orlando, FL, at the Basilica of
Mary, Queen of the Universe, Sr. Pamela
spoke to the 500 attendees at the convention
of the National Council of Catholic Women
on the theme, “Eucharistic Encounter with
Mary, Mother of Hope.”

Below: Meeting with the SSCM Associates
in Bluffton, Sr. Pamela reflects on vocations
and the inspiration which leads to new
ventures and service to the poor.

Left: Sr. Pamela and other
anti-capital punishment
demonstrators present
petitions, stand with signs
| and pray together for an
' GEFTHE end to the death penalty in
B South Carolina. Requests
for clemency and vigils at
the sites of execution have
kept the goal alive, but not
always those sentenced to die.

Months to Make a Festival Day

And what a day it o
was! God gave us beautiful =
weather, and the many
friends who came gave us all
the joy we had hoped to give
them! Enjoy a look at the
preparations and the actual
event. Good memories all!
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Right and below: On Palm
Sunday, the St. Columba Youth
Group enacted the Stations of

Variety--the Spice of Her Life

Zhe CTOS;%}Jith sl?ﬁesj,ﬁ(mysicfand —= SO LOVEDTHE  fid Where there are many things to do, a
rama.. A free will offering for 3 ,
Catholic Relief Services nfﬂed = WOR LD ¥ JoT. person like Sr. Suzanne Duzen is ready for the
$375.00 for the poor. challenge. With her hands in several diverse

interests, Sr. Suzanne has energy for them all, and
is able to energize the Sisters, children and adults
who choose to participate in the adventures she
proposes. Juggling a Justice Circle (adults), the St.
Columba Youth Group and Kids Peace Club, Sr.
Suzanne has engaged the Sisters at Maria Hall in
several projects designed to entertain, enlighten
and put able hands to work. Energy is contagious.

Below right and center: A
good apple harvest at the Villa
brought the young people to
pick apples to take home. Sr.
Suzanne tooled around in
Ketchup to amuse the workers.

Below center: Who
better to run all the
children’s games at
the Summer Festival
than the children

Sr. Suzanne leads

in games at almost
every Youth Group
meeting?

Far right and
below: In September,
Sr. Suzanne invited
local author Marsha
Hubler to Maria
Hall to speak about
her writing career
and the many
experiences and
influences in her life
which have inspired
her books. Thirty-
five years as an
educator provides
her with may stories
about which to write.

Right: For a Christmas Tree at the Bloomsburg Consistory in November,
Elaine Luschas and Cindy Womer led the Sisters in creating snow people
ornaments. The tree will go to a needy family after the exhibition.
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Up to June and Since August

Since the last Our Times, the three year-olds
have moved to Preschool, the Preschool students have
their Certificates (Top left), and the Kindergarteners have
graduated (Left). Before all that excitement there were many
end-of-the-year activites. Like Young Authors Day (Below
far left) when the Sisters at Maria Hall are treated to the
reading of the Kindergarten’s self-written books. And there’s
the wedding of Q and U (Below center) when they promise
to stay together through “quicksand, earthquakes and quiet
times.” The annual Field Day (Below) is a joyful celebration
of games and exercise. Any adult present can only remember
when they had that much exhuberance!

Far left: The day before Lollipop
Day, the 3 year-olds took an
imaginary trip for an day at the
beach--and a real pizza party.
What a memorable way to end
the school year!
Left: After the students can
name all the states and their
capitals, they enjoy decorating
and eating state-shaped cookies.
Below far left: A Get Well
wish large enough to be seen
from the Geisinger Children’s
Hospital was the loving labor of
the Preschool and Kindergarten
students for their hospitalized
classmate Josie Morris. “We
Love You Josie!”
Left center: Their final civics
lesson brought the students
to the trial of Goldilocks at
Judge Gary Norton’s Montour
County Courtroom. She was
found guilty of bad manners.
Left: Already in a new school
year, Mrs. Khvolis and Katia
enjoy the Mothers’ Tea on the
afternoon of September 21. The
Kindergarten students were
the hosts and hostesses for their
Mothers and guests.
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Hoping for Ribbons and Stickers

T —

Our Sisters’ participation in the
Montour-DeLong and Bloomsburg Fairs is
more about being part of the local community
than winning stickers and ribbons. Of course,
we can hope--and rejoice in the notariety and
financial reward (albeit a few dollars to add
to spending money). We're grateful for the
variety of talents our Sisters have, and proud
to see their work appreciated. Go Sisters!

Top to bottom, left to right:
Sr. Seton Marie’s third place
Landscape; Sr. Joanne Marie’s
several third place needleworks;
Sr. Jeanne Ambre’s first place
calligraphy; Sr. Michael Ann’s
honorable mention cross-stitch;
Sr. Denise Marie’s first place
needlework; Sr. Maria Theresa’s
first place coat and watercolor;
Sr. Donna Marie’s multiple
awards for decoration, ceramics,
plants, acrylics and crayon.
Even Best in Section for a plaque made with painted nails!

May Is for Crowning

“O Mary, we crown you with blossoms
today,” was on the Maria Hall schedule for May
5,2025. Outside Mary and inside Mary were both
honored in song at the day’s Evening Prayer.

L
Above: The
crowning of Mary
outside of Maria
Hall uses the ladder
first, followed by
Right: Mary in

the chapel and

the conclusion of
Evening Prayer
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When We Wish

Transportation is a big concern
for the Sisters who depend on walkers or
wheelchairs. Their options for attending
community celebrations, liturgies and
activities decrease as the number of
cars from which they can enter and exit
declines. A used van like the one pictured
above would make it possible for many
Sisters to get back into the “I'll go!”
column for community events. If you can
help us raise the $50,000 we project this
will cost, we would be so grateful, and our
have-wheels-will-travel Sisters will forever
remember you in their grateful prayers.
Who of us ever thought that stepping up
into a car would become a deal-breaker
for getting out of the house and going
someplace? Life happens, but God always
provides good people with solutions!

You Are Invited to
Leave a Legacy

With a gift through your will, you
can support the Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius and ensure that our
mission of witnessing to, proclaiming
and building the Kingdom of God will
continue into the future.

An example of bequest
wording:

I give, devise and bequeath to the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius,
a not-for-profit organization located in
Danwville PA, the sum of $___ (or __%
of the rest, residue and remainder of my
estate) for the unrestricted use and general
purposes of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius.

It is a good idea to let your
heirs know about the charities to
which you are donating.

If you would like more
information about giving to the
Community in your will, please contact:

Sister Barbara Sable, SS.C.M.
General Superior
570-275-3581 ext 300
barbarasable@hotmail.com




A Little Glimpse of a Few Things

Below: In addition to the Sisters, Prayer Outside the Walls in mid-
September included the apple-picking teens from Sr. Suzanne’s St.
Columba Youth Group. They were happy to swell the crowd.
Right: Bishop Timothy Senior celebrated with the Diocese’s
religious women Jubilarians on May 31, 2025. All the SS.C.M.’s
present took the opportunity to pose with the Bishop.
I £ B w T 1
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Below: On Sunday, June 1, Sister Suzanne gathered 13 of the
Harrisburg Associates for a prayer service on the “right to peace,”
a Talking Circle, where they shared their perspectives on Pope Paul
VI words: “There can be no peace without justice.” The group
climaxed the afternoon with a social.

Below: While a good portion of the
Jankola Library holdings have been moved
to Cedar Rapids, IA, many books remain.
Sr. Loretta Marie welcomed (from right
to left) Stephen Baluch, Helen Fedor

and Brian Belensky who looked for items
that would be of interest to other Slovak
organizations. Helen Fedor, who had
worked in the Library of Congress, took 75
books to donate to their collection. A very
sincere Thank You from the Library attests
to their gratitude for the important gift.

Left: Kudos were in order for Dawn
Orzehowski, SSCM Director of Mission
Advancement, when she graduated from
the Leading Age Fellows in Leadership
Program on June 11 in Harrisburg. Ted
Spotts, Maria Joseph CCC Executive
Director, attended the ceremony as did
Sisters Barbara Sable and Michael Ann.
Left: On July 24, Sisters Carol Therese,
Carol Ann and Michael Ann attended the
grand opening of the Behavioral Health
Center built behind Maria Hall. The

tour of the facility was impressive, but
especially touching was the Tranquility
Garden positioned outside in view of
Maria Hall. It was planted as a tribute to
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
for “providing a path for tomorrow.” May
it bring peace to those who visit it.
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Above center: On Saturday, April 19, the Villa
orchard was a hiding place for the East End Fire
Company’s annual Easter Egg hunt.

Abowve: Just after Easter Sunday Mass at
Emmanuel, the Easter Bunny made an appearance
and visited Sr. Susan leaving for Easter dinner.
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L | k e U S O N Mission: In the name of Jesus we teach and heal.

by Spirituality: Christ centered and Mary-modeled.
+# 1 facebook

Motto: Thy Kingdom Come!

It’s Ali About the Trees

It’s true that only God can make
a tree, but all of us can help plant, enjoy
and take care of the trees around us.

Right, far right and center: On Earth
Day, April 21, the Sisters, Staff and Maria
Joseph residents gathered to plant trees on
the Emmanuel and Manor grounds. All
were invited to help fill in the holes. WNEP
broadcast the event on the evening news!
Far right center: Earlier in April, two black
cherry trees were planted, one on each side of
the gazebo outside of Maria Joseph Manor.

Above: In early September, the
St. Columba Youth Group spent
an afternoon picking apples in
the Villa orchard.

Right and far right: Once the
original gazebo was demolished,
it was replaced with a child-
friendly new one, perfect for the
adults who watch their children
enjoy the Villa PSK playground.
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